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The  Junior  College  Problem  in  the  South* 

ELIZABETH  AVERY  COLTON 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  "Junior  College' ' 
problem  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  general  Junior 
College  Movement,  especially  in  the  South,  and  here  pre- 
sents the  gist  of  its  investigations,  with  recommendations 
as  to  the  conditions  on  which  it  might  be  advisable  for 
this  Association  to  recognize  institutions  offering  two 
years  of  college  work. 

California  took  the  lead  in  the  Junior  College  Movement 
by  passing  in  1907  a  law  authorizing  public  high  schools 
to  add  to  four  years  of  high  school  work  two  years  of 
college  instruction.  Eleven  California  high  schools  have, 
therefore,  already  organized  junior  college  departments. 
And  as  Leland  Stanford,  on  account  of  its  desire  to  limit 
itself  to  university  work,  proper,  and  the  University  of 
California,  on  account  of  vast  overcrowding,  may,  within 
a  few  years,  dispense  with  their  "lower  divisions,7'  many 
other  high  schools  in  California  will,  no  doubt,  be  encouraged 
to  add  two  years  of  college  work  to  the  high  school  curric- 
ulum.    1. 

Several  other  states  have  high  schools  that  have  added 
one  or  two  years  by  upward  extension;  notably,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts.  And 
the  recent  movement  to  require  a  two-years'  college  course 
as  a  pre-requisite  for  the  work  of  professional  schools  may 
lead  to  such  an  overcrowding  of  the  freshman  and  sopho- 


*This  paper  was  presented  as  a  report  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  of  the 
Southern  States  held  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  October  22-23, 
1914. 

i. — Liddeke,  F.  The  Junior  College  Department  in  the  Fresno 
High  School.     Sierra  Educational  News,  June,   1914,  page  412. 
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more  classes  of  state  universities  as  to  make  a  demand, 
especially  in  the  West,  for  high  schools  to  continue  to  or- 
ganize junior  college  departments. 

In  the  South,  however,  comparatively  few  of  our  public 
high  schools  are  yet  able  to  offer  four  years'  of  standard 
secondary  school  work;  it  would,  therefore,  not  be  practic- 
able for  them  to  offer  college  courses.  But  in  another 
class  of  institutions,  the  South  offers  a  flourishing  field 
for  the  development  of  junior  colleges.  We  have  in  the 
South  three  hundred  and  eighty  institutions  claiming  to  be 
colleges,  or  universities,  only  tHirtyof  which  are  recog- 
nized by  the  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools 
of  the  Southern  States.  Thirty-five,  or  forty,  others  approxi- 
mate the  minimum  requirements  of  a  .standard  college.  Of 
the  remaining  three  hundred  and  •t^^vrHere  are  perhaps 
fifty  or  sixty  that  might  improve  their  equipment,  curric- 
ulum, and  organization  sufficiently  to  do  two  years  of 
college  work. 

President  Harper,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  was 
probably  the  first  to  suggest  that  small,  struggling  insti- 
tutions might  find  an  excuse  for  being  by  limiting  their 
curriculum  to  two  years.  With  this  in  mind  the  University 
of  Chicago  divided  the  four  years'  course  of  its  Col- 
lege of  Arts  and  Science  into  the  Junior  College  and  the 
Senior  College,  and  began  conferring  a  title  (not  a  degree) 
known  as  associate  upon  those  who  completed  with  a 
certain  degree  of  excellence  the  work  of  the  freshman 
and  sophomore  years.  The  small  colleges  have  not  re- 
sponded readily  to  President  Harper's  scheme  for  affili- 
ation; but  now  that  several  other  universities  have  made 
a  more  or  less  formal  division  in  the  four  years'  course 
of  the  college  of  arts  and  sciences,  and  especially  as 
"standardization"  has  become  the  educational  slogan,  a 
number  of  poorly  equipped,  unrecognized  four-year 
colleges  may  see  the  advantage  of  affiliating  with  uni- 
versities as  standard  two-year,  or  junior,  colleges.  And  no 
section  of  the  country  would  be  more  benefited  than  the 
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South  by  such  a  reorganization  of  its  "higher  institutions 
of  learning-" 

A  number  of  southern  colleges  have  already  begun  to 
re-organize  themselves  into  junior  colleges;  but  a  larger 
number  without  any  re-organization — in  fact,  without  any 
organization — are  assuming  the  name.  Before  the  term  is 
indiscriminately  adopted,  and  like  the  word  college 
loses  all  distinction,  some  authoritative  statement  as  to 
what  constitutes  a  junior  college  should  be  formulated.  The 
following  statistical  tables  compiled  from  the  catalogues: 
(1)  of  the  seven  colleges  accredited  by  the  University  of 
Missouri  as  junior  colleges,  (2)  of  the  eleven  Virginia  col- 
leges whose  graduates  are  granted  junior  college  certifi- 
cates by  the  State  Board  of  Education  of  Virginia,  and 
(3)  of  twelve  of  the  scattered  institutions  calling  them- 
selves junior  colleges,  may  aid  this  Association  in  determ- 
ining both  what  should,  and  should  not,  constitute  a  stand- 
ard junior  college. 
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These  tables  reveal  great  diversity  in  the  training  of 
faculty,  in  the  number  of  college  students,  in  the  entranee 
requirements,  in  the  curricula,  and  in  the  organization,  of 
these  thirty  institutions.  Beaumont  College,  in  Table  III, 
for  instance,  has  a  total  faculty  of  three  for  preparatory 
and  college  work;  and  though  each  of  the  three  teachers 
is  described  as  possessing  "a  gracious  personality,  dig- 
nified bearing,  and  exquisite  courtesy,"  there  is  nothing 
to  indicate  that  any  one  of  them  has  ever  attended,  even 
once,  the  Columbia  University  Summer  School.  Hillman 
College,  in  the  same  group,  has  a  vice-president  with 
a  degree,  but  he  is  on  leave  of  absence.  Contrasted  with 
these,  seven  members  of  the  faculty  of  Hamilton  College, 
nine  of  the  faculty  of  Christian,  nine  of  the  faculty  of 
Stephens,  ten  of  the  faculty  of  Hardin,  and  forty-two,  "the 
whole  faculty,  proper' '  of  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute 
hold  degrees  from  standard  colleges. 

There  is  also  a  great  difference  in  these  institutions  in 
the  number  of  students  that  are  doing  " college'7  work. 
Virginia  Polytechnic  recorded  last  year,  527;  Stephens^ 
78 ;  Howard-Payne,  71 ;  Daleville,  18* ;  and  Southern  Female 
College,  10.  Fifteen  of  them  apparently  had  so  few  in 
college  classes  that  they  were  unwilling  to  publish  a  roll 
distinguishing  in  any  way  between  preparatory,  special- 
study,  and  college  students. 

Much  confusion  as  to  what  should  constitute  a  junior  col- 
lege arises  also  from  the  diversity  in  the  organization  of 
the  colleges  under  consideration.  Seven  of  the  Virginia 
institutions — Bridgewater,  Daleville,  Martha  Washington, 
Stonewall  Jackson,  Virginia  Christian,  Virginia  Polytechnic, 
and  Virginia  Union — announce  that  they  complete  four  full 
years  of  college  work.  On  the  other  hand,  Sullins  of  the 
Virginia  group,  and  Christian,  Cottey,  Hardin,  and  William 
Woods,  of  the  Missouri  group,  though  they  include  four 
years  in  their  " junior  college'7,  announce  that  they  com- 
plete  only   two   years    of   college   work.     Howard-Payne, 


♦Seven  of  these  were  doing  only  part  college  work. 
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Lindenwood,  and  Stephens  include  only  two  years  in  their 
junior  college,  but  call  these  years  junior  and  senior. 

As  the  Missouri  Junior  College  Union  has  recently  de- 
cided that  the  junior  college  course  should  be  made  four 
years  in  length,  extending  from  the  second  year  of  high 
school  work  to  the  junior  year  of  a  standard  college,  with 
maintenance  temporarily  of  a  two  years '  preparatory  course, 
it  is  probable  that  all  the  Missiouri  junior  colleges  will  soon 
conform  to  that  type.  In  fact,  the  present  diversity  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Missouri  colleges  is  largely  one  of  nomen- 
clature ;  for  they  all  state  clearly  that  their  work  is  equiva- 
lent only  to  that  of  the  first  two  years  at  the  University 
of  Missouri.  The  real  confusion  is  caused  by  "junior 
colleges' '  that  announce  that  they  complete  four  full  years 
of  college  work. 

Another  misleading  custom  of  junior  colleges  is  that  of 
conferring  degrees.  Eleven  of  the  institutions  under  con- 
sideration confer  the  A.  B.  degree;  five,  both  the  A.  B. 
and  B.  S. ;  six,  the  A.  A.  degree;1  two,  the  B.  L. ;  and 
one  the  M.  E.  L.  It  is  encouraging  to  note,  however,  that 
ten  have  discontinued  the  conferring  of  degrees  altogether; 
and  Woman's  College  (Richmond)  announces  that  after 
1916  it  will  award  only  diplomas. 

Specific  data  in  regard  to  entrance  requirements  and 
curricula  could  not,  of  course,  be  included  in  statistical 
tables;  but  a  study  of  the  catalogues  of  the  colleges  of  the 
different  groups  shows,  as  one  would  naturally  expect,  the 
widest  variation  in  requirements  among  the  institutions  of 
the  miscellaneous  group.  All  Saints,  Hamilton,  and  Margaret 
apparently  have  entrance  requirements  almost  identical  with 
those  of  the  conservative  eastern  colleges  for  women,  in- 
cluding besides  four  units  of  Latin,  two  of  Greek  or  a 
modern  language.  And  the  two-year  college  course  out- 
lined by  these  three  institutions  corresponds  more  nearly 


i.  In  Missouri,  the  A.  A.  degree  is  supposed  to  indicate  two 
years  of  college  work;  at  Harvard,  however,  it  is  used  to  repre- 
sent four  years  of  college  work  taken  in  extension  or  summer 
courses. 
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to  the  freshman  and  sophomore  courses  of  first  class  col- 
leges for  women  than  the  curricula  of  any  of  the  other 
"junior  colleges' '  in  the  South.  Other  schools  in  this  group, 
however — notably  Beaumont,  Hillman,  and  Southern  Christ- 
ian— apparently  do  not  deserve  consideration  in  a  serious 
report  on  requirements  of  junior  colleges. 

The  diversity  in  the  requirements  of  the  colleges  in  the 
Virginia  group  is  largely  due  to  the  widely  inclusive  basis 
on  which  the  Virginia  State  Board  of  Education  awards 
the  Junior  College  Certificate.  The  only  written — or  at 
least — printed — law  seems  to  be  the  following  state- 
ment in  the  1914  circular  of  information  concerning  certi- 
fication of  teachers  : 

"The  graduates  of  a  registered  institution  in  Virginia 
which  does  not  comply  fully  with  the  definition  of  a  college, 
but  which  offers  an  approved  four-year  course,  at  least  two 
years  in  advance  of  the  standard  four-year  high  school, 
with  one  year's  work  of  college  grade  in  English,  History, 
Mathematics,  and  Science,  shall  be  granted  a  Junior  College 
Certificate  ....  This  certificate  entitles  the  holder  to 
teach  both  high  and  elementary  branches.' ' 

But  though  the  Virginia  State  Board  of  Education  has 
not  attempted  to  define  junior  colleges  more  specifically 
than  is  implied  in  the  conditions  upon  which  it  grants  junior 
college  certificates,  the  Virginia  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  for  Girls  has  since  June,  1911,  been  earnestly  trying 
to  settle  upon  regulations  for  institutions  offering  two  years 
of  work  in  advance  of  college  entrance  requirements.  In 
June,  1913,  its  Standardization  Committee  presented  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  for  the  recognition  of  junior  colleges: 

"1.  (a)  That  any  institution  wishing  to  be  classified  by 
the  Association  as  a  Junior  College  shall  agree  to  prefix 
the  name  "junior"  to  every  use  of  the  word  "college" 
as  applied  to  the  school,  on  stationery,  catalogue,  other 
advertising,  etc. 

"2.  That  at  least  four  pupils  in  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  an  institution  tentatively  rated  as  a  junior  college 
shall  within  a  stated  period  of  five  years  have  passed  satis- 
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factorily  the  examinations  of  the  College  Entrance  Exami- 
nation Board.  1- 

"3.  That  within  five  years  at  least  three  students  shall 
each  have  won,  by  examination,  admission  to  the  junior 
class  of  some  one  of  the  standard  colleges  named  by  the 
Association  as  offering  these  examinations,  2,  or  shall  have 
gained  credit  there  for  advanced  standing  of  not  less  than 
thirty  hours,  and  that  documentary  proof  of  this  fact  shall 
have  been  desposited  with  the  Association.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  work  leading  to  such  examinations  will  have  been 
done  in  the  regular  courses  of  the  institution  sending  the 
student  up  for  examination. 

"4.  That  the  former  action  of  the  Association  in  regard 

to  the  number  of  instructors  prescribed  for  this  type  of 

institution  be  amended  to  require  at  least  five  instructors 

who  are  each  devoting  themselves  to  one  single  field. 

"[NOTE — It  is  understood  from  the  action  of  the  Association 
in  1912  that  all  the  customary  degress  for  this  and  lower  types 
of  schools  are  repudiated  by  the  Association.  ]." 

This  report  was  adopted  in  1913;  and  during  1913- 
1914  the  Virginia  Association  has  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  five  co-operating  colleges — Goucher, 
Mt.  Holyoke,  Smith,  Vassar,  and  Wellesley — for  putting  into 
effect  their  scheme  of  standardization.  Five  of  their  schools 
have  expressed  a  desire  to  be  tentatively  rated  as  junior 
colleges  with  the  hope  that  within  the  required  time  they 
may  be  able  to  conform  to  the  standards  adopted  a  year 
ago. 

In  Missouri  the  girls'  schools  that  wished  recognition  as 
standard  two-year  colleges  have  had  an  easier  time  than 
the  Virginia  institutions;  for  they  did  not  try  to  work  out 
their  own  salvation  until  after  the  University  of  Missouri 
had  on  request  carefully  defined  for  them  regulations  which 
should  govern  junior  colleges.  In  1911,  the  University  pre- 
pared a  circular  setting  forth  the  requirements  which  must 
be  met  before  an  institution  would  be   recognized  as  an 


i. — Cf.    Proceedings    of   Seventh    Annual    Meeting   of   Virginia 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  for  Girls,  p  p.   26-27. 
2. — Goucher,  Mount  Holyoke,  Smith,  Vassar,  and  Wellesley. 
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affiliated  junior  college.  As  this  circular  contained  specific 
regulations  in  regard  to  entrance  requirements,  length  of 
college  year,  amount  of  work  to  be  carried  by  individual 
students,  courses  to  be  offered,  quality  of  work,  requirements 
for  graduation,  preparation  of  teachers,  and  equipment  of 
libraries  and  laboratories ;  and  as  a  committee  of  the  faculty 
of  the  University  visits  each  institution  before  accrediting 
it,  the  seven  Missouri  junior  colleges  are  fairly  uniform  in 
standard. 

The  University  of  Missouri,  therefore,  seems  to  have  solved 
the  junior  college  problem  in  Missouri;  but  as  some  state 
universities  do  not  admit  women,  and  as  they  are  not 
all  equally  well-equipped,  it  would  seem  wiser  to  have  a 
general  standardizing  agency  for  all  southern  junior  col- 
leges. This  would,  of  course,  not  interfere  with  the  af- 
filiation of  junior  colleges  with  their  respective  state  uni- 
versities, in  cases  where  such  affilation  was  possible  and 
it  would  also  greatly  aid  standard  church  colleges  to  de- 
termine which  of  their  sister  institutions  to  accredit  as 
junior  colleges. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Education  Association  in  January, 
1913,  and  the  Commission  on  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  August,  1914,  defined  what 
should  constitute  a  junior  college  in  their  respective  edu- 
cational systems.  If  all  church  boards  of  education  would 
go  a  step  farther  and  would  require  their  weak  colleges 
to  limit  their  work  to  two  years,  the  cause  of  education 
would  be  greatly  benefited.  For,  at  present,  the  greatest 
drawback  to  the  development  of  standard  four,  or  two, 
year  colleges  in  the  South  is  the  custom  for  every  religious 
denomination  to  have  at  least  one  college  in  each  state,  and 
of  some  to  have  five  or  six  in  the  same  state,  all  claiming 
to  be  of  equal  rank.  In  North  Carolina,  for  instance, 
which  is  fairly  typical  of  all  southern  states  in  its  super- 
abundance of  nominal  colleges,  there  are  tweny-nine  denomi- 
national colleges  distributed  as  follows:  Episcopal,  Mora- 
vian, Friends,  one,  each ;  Christian  and  Reformed,  two,  each ; 
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Lutheran  1  and  Roman  Catholic,  three,  each;  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian,  five,  each;  and  Methodist,  six.  And  yet  only 
one  2  of  the  whole  twenty-nine  conforms  to  the  minimum  re- 
quirements set  by  the  Southern  College  Association. 

The  standard  of  all  church  colleges  in  the  South  would 
be  much  improved  if  the  weaker  denominations  would 
build  up  one  standard  college  in  a  group  of  states  with  an 
affiliated  junior  college  in  each  state  of  the  group;  and  if 
the  stronger  denominations  would  limit  the  number  of  their 
colleges  in  a  state  to  one  college  for  men  and  women, 
either  separate  or  combined,  and  to  one  or  two  junior 
colleges. 

And  a  far  better  type  of  junior  college  would  be  developed 
if  each  denomination  would  further  arrange  for  a  division 
of  labor  among  its  colleges  for  women;  for  the  women's 
colleges  in  the  South  are  the  ones  most  deeply  concerned 
in  the  junior  college  movement.  It  would  be  undesirable 
for  all  women's  colleges  now  offering  general  finishing 
courses  to  try  to  become  junior  colleges;  for  if  all  tried, 
the  result  in  most  cases  would  be  nine-tenths  preparatory 
and  finishing  school  and  one-tenth  "junior  college' ' — and 
besides  there  is  still  a  demand  for  general  finishing  schools 
for  girls.  But  if  each  denomination  having  several  nominal 
colleges  in  a  state  would  select  one  or  two  best  fitted  for 
junior  college  work,  and  would  encourage  these  to  sub- 
stitute music  departments  for  "conservatories",  it  would 
help  greatly  in  solving  the  junior  college  problem  in  the 
South.  For  students  wishing  the  college  type  would  select 
the  junior  college,  and  those  wishing  a  general  course  would 
select  the  general  finishing  type.  The  effort  hitherto  of 
southern  colleges  for  women  to  be  everything  combined — 
preparatory  school,  finishing  school,  and  college — has  made 
the  development  of  standard  colleges  almost  impossible. 

But  though  the  various  church  boards  of  education  might, 
as  has  just  been  indicated,  aid  greatly  in  the  development 


i. — One  of   the   Lutheran   and   one   of   the   Baptist  colleges   is 
not  under  church  control. 

2. — Trinity  College,  Durham. 
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of  junior  colleges,  the  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secon- 
dary Schools  of  the  Southern  States,  is,  of  course,  the 
agency  to  define  standard  requirements  for  Southern  junior 
colleges.  This  committee,  *  therefore,  recommends  that  the 
Association  pass  a  resolution  to  establish  a  category  of  mem- 
bers known  as  junior  colleges  under  the  following  con- 
ditions : 

1.  The  college  work  must  be  the  essential  part  of  the 
curriculum  of  any  institution  recognized  as  a  junior  col- 
lege ;  therefore,  junior  colleges  must  publish  in  their  annual 
catalogues  a  classified  list  of  all  their  students. 

2  If  a  preparatory  department  is  maintained,  its  work 
must  be  approved  by  the  Association. 

3.  The  minimum  requirements  for  admission  to  the  college 
classes  must  correspond  with  the  present  requirements  of 
this  Association- 

4.  For  graduation  from  the  junior  college,  the  student 
must  complete  satisfactorly  thirty  year,  or  sixty  semester, 
hours  of  work  equivalent  to  that  given  in  the  freshman  and 
sophomore  years  of  colleges  belonging  to  this  Association. 

5.  No  junior  college  shall  confer  a  degree;  a  junior 
college  diploma  may  be  awarded. 

6.  The  number  of  teachers,  their  training,  the  amount  of 
work  assigned  them,  the  number  of  college  students,  the 
resources  and  equipment  of  the  junior  college  are  vital 
factors  in  fixing  the  standard  of  an  institution  and  must 
be  considered  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  recommending 
any  institution  for  membership.  On  these  points,  there- 
fore, the  Executive  Committee  shall  issue  recommendations 
from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  informing  institutions 
seeking  membership  in  the  Association  concerning  conditons 
to  be  met. 


i.  The  members  of  the  committee  besides  the  chairman, 
Miss  E.  A.  Colton,  were  Chancellor  J.  H.  Kirkland  and  Mr. 
A.  K.  Davis.  The  recommendations  made  by  the  committee 
were  adopted  by  the  Association. 
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Classification  of  Colleges 

ELIZABETH  AVERY  COLTON 

There  has  never  been  an  authorized  national  classifi- 
cation of  colleges.  From  1867  to  1910  inclusive,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Education  grouped  colleges  for  women,  it 
is  true,  into  two  divisions — A  and  B.  And  Division  A  did 
single  out  the  few  standard  colleges  for  women;  but 
Division  B  included  every  grade  of  institution  bearing  the 
name  college  from  the  weakest  knd  of  preparatory 
school  to  institutions  doing  approximately  three  years  of 
college  work.  That  these  divisions  were  not  meant  as 
real  classifications  of  colleges  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  statement  in  the  1911  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Education,  vol.   1,  p.  43: 

' '  The  Bureau  of  Education  has  but  recently  under- 
taken to  share  in  the  evaluation  of  the  work  and 
standards  of  institutions  of  higher  education.  The 
appointment  of  a  specialist  in  higher  education  and 
the  organization  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion [1910]  are  the  first  steps  ^  the  fulfilment  of  a 
carefully  worked  out  plan  of  the  Bureau  for  the 
prolonged,  difficult,  and  delicate  task  of  ascertain- 
ing exactly  the  worth  of  degrees  granted  by  the 
widely  varying  institutions  in  the  United  States.' ' 

Attempting  to  carry  out  this  plan,  the  Specialist  in  Higher 
Education  prepared  in  1911  a  "  tentative  and  semi-confi- 
dential''  classification  of  colleges;  but  the  publication  of 
this  in  its  revised  form  was  for  political  reasons  stopped 
by  order  of  President  Taft. 

But  though  this  circular  was  never  officially  distributed 
by  the  Bureau  of  Education  except  to  deans  of  standard 
colleges  and  universities,  yet  its  grouping  of  educational 
institutions  into  four  classes  has  become  somewhat  gen- 
erally known,  and  much  more  generally  misunderstood. 
For  instance,  those  who  do  not  understand  that  the  old 
national  Division B  was  not  a  "class"  assume  that  the  1911 
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Class  ///indicated  a  lower  standard  than  the  old  Division  B 
which,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  included  many  in- 
stitutions doing  no  college  work  whatever;  whereas  the 
1911  Class  III  included  such  state  universities  as  Akansas, 
Florida,  Louisiana,  and  South  Carolina,  and  colleges  of  such 
standing  as  Converse,  Hampden  Sidney,  and  Meredith.  If 
the  1911  circular  had  not  been  suppressed,  no  doubt  much 
of  the  misunderstanding  which  has  arisen  in  regard  to  its 
basis  of  classification  would  have  been  avoided. 

But  since  the  Bureau  of  Education  has  unfortunately  been 
forbidden  to  publish  any  classification  of  colleges,  for  the 
present  we  must  content  ourselves  merely  with  knowing 
which  colleges  have  been  recognized  as  standard  by 
such  organizations  as  the  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools  of  the  Southern  States,  the  North  Central 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Collegiate  Alumnae,  the  College  Entrance  Exami- 
nation Board,  and  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Teaching.  The  eligible  list  of  the  Southern 
Association  of  College  Women  furnishes,  perhaps,  the  most 
complete  single  list  of  standard  colleges,1  but  it  includes 
only   institutions    admitting   women. 

The  Southern  Association  of  College  Women  has  also 
for  several  years  published  reports  which,  without  exactly 
classifying  colleges,  yet  indicate  the  varying  standards  of 
many  of  the  southern  educational  institutions  calling  them- 
selves colleges.  The  most  important  of  these  is  a  report 
on  The  Approximate  Value  of  Recent  Degrees  of  Southern 
Colleges;  1  but  its  tables  of  estimates  are  misleading  unless 
the  whole  report  is  read  with  great  care. 

A  word  of  warning  is  needed,  too,  in  regard  to  the  classifi- 
cation of  colleges  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Metho- 


i.  This  list  is  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Eleventh 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Southern  Association  of  College  Women; 
a  copy  of  which  may  be  secured  by  writing  to  Miss  M.  L.  Hark- 
ness,  Newcomb  College,  New  Orleans,  La. 

i.  This  report  may  be  secured  by  sending  twenty-five  cents 
to  Miss  E.  A.  Colton,   Raleigh,  N.   C. 
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dist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Unfortunately  its  "Class A" 
has  often  been  confounded  with  the  old  national 
Division  A,  which  included  only  standard  colleges  for  wo- 
men. Methodist  colleges  when  advertising  themselves  as  in 
"Class  A  "  should  always  say  Methodist  Class  A  ;  for 
several  "  A-grade"  Methodist  colleges  for  women  granted  de- 
grees in  1914  that  did  not  represent  as  much  as  two  years 
of  real  college  work.  The  Methodist  Board  of  Education, 
however,  is  now  at  work  on  a  scheme  of  classification  which 
will  attempt  to  show  some  distinction  between  its  standard 
Class  A  colleges  and  its  more  or  less  nominal  Class  A 
colleges.  But  since  there  is  no  longer  a  national  Division 
A  of  colleges,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  wishing  to  refer 
to  standard  colleges  will  simply  say  "standard  col- 
leges," and  not  "A  colleges,"  which  to  many  now  indi- 
cates such  institutions  as  Athens  College,  Columbia  (S.  C.) 
College,  Greensboro  College,  and  Martha  Washington  Col- 
lege— all,  Methodist  "A-grade"  colleges,  but  by  no  means 
standard  colleges. 

All  standard  colleges  in  the  South  belong  to  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  of  the  southern 
states.  The  following  institutions  are  included  in  the  latest 
membership  list  of  the  Association : 

Vanderbilt  University,  University  of  North  Carolina, 
University  of  the  South,  University  of  Mississippi,  "Wash- 
ington and  Lee  University,  Trinity  College,  University 
of  Tennessee,  University  of  Alabama,  West  Virginia  Uni- 
versity, University  of  Missouri,  University  of  Texas, 
Randolph-Macon  Woman's  College,  Tulane  University, 
Goucher  College,  University  of  Virginia,  Randolph-Macon 
College,  Central  University,  Agnes  Scott  College,  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia,  Richmond  College,  University  of 
Chattanooga,  Southwestern  Presbyterian  University,  Mercer 
University,  Southern  University,  Millsaps  College,  Converse 
College,  Louisiana  State  University,  University  of  Florida, 
Baylor  University,  smA  Johns  Hopkins  University.  COl*j*L_ 
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